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Gentlemen, 


| oe of You, and for the Benefit of 
vu all. The Acceptance with which 
it was Heard, gives me Hepes it 


will prove Uſeful to that End for 


perſi wading Alen to Maintain the 
| Neceſſary Union of Keligious 


In 


3 | 4 
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St. peters of Mancroft, | 


Hue made this Diſcourſe Pub. 
8 lick „at the Inſtan:e of ſome 


which it was Deſigned, wiz. The 


Worſhip, and Rel igious Obedience. 
Y 5 A. 2 


- hr aha 


| "3 hat State of f lg, which | 
was ſct up in the Church of Eng- | 23 
land, 55 our pious Reformer t, 
we Wore 4 poſhuble Adv vantages | A 
( Bleſſ ed be God 4 for making 
men Religious nom and bappy 
for ever. There i is ' nothing more | 
to be de Sid. but that All men 3 
wh are Bon to theſe. Adzantages | 
of our Conſtitution , would make * 
the right Uſe of * and be- 
come Juch , as our Reformed Re- 
ligion ( which is no other than 
eiaamey reduced to its 
Original, "Ji Divine Stan- 
dard) Obliges them to be. Thus 
we ſhall be eminent] * Good in our 
= ſelves ; and equa ally Good to O- 
thers : thus we Pall Recommend 
and Adorn our Profeſſ ron ; and 
(we hope ) in time, Reconcile | 
. 41. ä 


a 


The Epiſtle 1 N my 


„ Wl al the Inhabitants of this Na- © 
tion, to that Conſtitution ;. un- 

5 der which, we ſhall Worſhip. 

© YR God, in the Unity of the 
Spirit, and the Bond of 
Peace. So hall the Interet of © 
1 Religion, be advanced and pro- I 
moted by Chriſtian Concord and 
Charity; which is now miſerab- 

Hh. Obſtructed, by Unchriſtian 

& Diviſions , 451 Animo ſities. 96 4 
we we ſhall Live in Peace; and 1 
the God of Peace ſhall be oh | F 
us: and "that Peace of God "if 
t- & which paſſeth all COT: 

1 8 ſhall keep o % 
Hearts and Minds chrough } 
g Chriſt Jeſus. This is my 
bearts deſire and Prayer, for the 
it BB Members of this = Church , 
In General; and for the [nhabi- 


2 tants 
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tants of this Pariſh , in Particu- 'T 
lar; who am 8 in all the Con- 
5 cernments of your Souls ; * and 
in all the Office of a "Mii 9 


| ſter | of ; Jeſus Chris, 
Your Faithful Friend 


and Servant, 


John Jeſſery. 
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Ja DISCOURSE. con- 
cerning Religious Wor- 


ſhip, Oc. 


— 


John IX. 2 5 


1 on we know that God heareth not 
Sinners; but if any man be 4 
Worlpipper of God, and dath bis 
Wil; him * bererh 


IHE Doctrine of Chriſtiani- 
ty is contained in the D/ 
courſes of Chriſt: and the 

J Demonſtration of Chriſtia- 
Inity is contained in his Miracles. The 
eber report what He Taught , 
| and what he Did: and the Works 
done by Him, were the Teſtimo- 
ny of God concerning Him. > 
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* A e pan gn any 
S 2. A Diſcourſe concerning 
— — — — — 
\ © Theſe Matters of Fact were evi- | 
dent to their Senſes; and the - 
0 probation of Gd was as evident to 
* their Reaſon: as in this Chapter, 
' the miraculous Cure of the Man who 
had bcen born Blind, could not be 
Lenied; and the Teſtimony of God 
concerning his Son, contained there- | 
in, ought. not to have been Doubt- 8 
ed. Notwithſtanding which, the Pha- 
riſces made Enquiry, meerly for the 
fake of making Objections; and Ca- Wh, 
lumniated the Teſtimony, to pre- Me) 
vent the Belief of it. But they re- 
ceived ſuch Anſwers from all ſorts of 
men; as would have Shamed, (if not WV 
Converted ) Any that had not been 

Malicious , and Impudens pHy 
crites, Becauſe Chris! had one 
Miracle upon the Sabbath-day ; | 


* 
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. Phariſees Infinuated This man illuot 
cd q God , becauſe He keepet þ not the 
. Jab bat heday. But Others, more Up- 
light and more Judicious; ſaid, Ho 

v. 14. tan a man that is a Sinner & ſuch Mi. 
verles? The Phariſees ſaid again , 
Y.24 Give God the Praiſe: we know that 
lis man is 4 Sinner. To which, ge 
| Sk that 
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Relig Wallin &c. 25 3 
[that had been Cured, made "Reply, 8 


-N hei her he be a Sinner, or no, IV. 25. 
0 | er bor: one thing 1 "know : that 
„ whereas I was Blind, now I ſee. The 


EPhariſces repeated their Obje&ion , 

We know that God ſpake unto Moſes ; v. 29. 

4 Jas for this Man we know not from 13 Tov bn 
whence he is. To which it was an- «dau 
Misere by Him that had been Born 
blind, Why, herein is a marvelous v. zo, z1. 
ching „ that ye know not from whence 

V. is, and yet he hath opened mine 


2 ces. 
The ſenſe of all which malicious 


R ICalumaies againſt Chriſt; and juſt 

Js RY Vindications of Him, is this. The 

n Pharifecs, when they could not ren- 

" Uer the miraculous work Doubtful, 

is endeavoured to render the Author 
e of it Odious : as if, tho' Miracles 
were accounted by all the Jews, a 

F eſtimony of God; yet the Mira- 

= 4 es of. Chriſt were not to be ac-y, Mar. 
counted ſuch, becauſe his Enemies 22--30. 
declared (With as much Boldneſs, 

as Falſhood ) that he was a Wicked 


Iperſon. 
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But 
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 * A Diſcanſe concerning 


Baut the Anſwerers Object againt W. 
| their Calumny; That the effects of i 


= Divine Power were evidence of Di- 
John 3.2. vine Approbation: and uo man could 
WM Ad 2 Miracles as.Chrift did , -except | 
God were with him : and that there- 
e was 4 Teacher come from God. 
' They knew God ſpake by Jeſus, the 
ſame way, that they knew God ſpake 

by Moſes: and that is ſet forth in the 
Text: Now we know that God hear- 

eth not Sinners: but if any man be a 
Worſhipper of God; aud doth his Will, i 

him he heareth..  .  _ = 
Conſidering the words, with this 
hiſtorical Coherence, and in this par- 
ticular Tſe; They are the Applica- 

tion of a general and Proverbial 8 
Truth; unto a ſpecial and inciden- 

tal Occaſion : aa, taking the Text q 

in ſuch conjunction with the whole 
Chapter; the Import of it is this, Tis 
univerſally Acknowledged by us all, 
That God will not, at the Inſtance 

ofa wicked Impoſtor , Work mira- | 

The cles, for giving Credit to his falſe 
Doctrine of Religion: But, if God 
ſends a Prophet into the world, who | 
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EReligious Worſhip, &cc. es . 


Wis a Good man, God will give Atte- 
ſtation to his own Trath, by Acts of 


Religion to be proved , recommends _ 
the True God as the only Object of 
d. divine Worſhip; and has upon it 
he the Image of his divine Holineſs; 
ke then are Miracles and Prophecies, De- 
he monſtration of that Doctrine: and 
ſuch was the Eſtabliſhment of Chri- 
ſtianity. This was the particular — 2 
plication; and the occaſional U 
of this Proverbjal Truth. . 
But we may conſider the Text as 


then it contains a more General, and 
Jan important Truth, which had in 
it the Nature of a Religious Pro- v. Orot. & 
verb: That God heareth not Sinners Maldo- 
as David acknowledged; If I 8 Pf. 66.18, 
= 7n:quity in my heart, the Lord will not | 
bear me. And that If any man 'be'a 

= Worſhipper of God, and doth his will, 
him he heareth ; as David in another © 


* 


are upon the Righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their Cry. This is a 
© | Truth univerſally Received, and uni- 

. VvVerſfally 


his own Power. If the Dochrine of Deut. 13. 


ſeperated from the Context; ane 


Pſalm obſerves. The eyes of the Lom P3415. 
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Religious Worſhip 
x ho Him. Such wiſe Inftrudtion'ts con- 
Lied in the Book ef, Proverks ; 
Which, whether it bega Collection 


1 0 oy 


made by Solomon, the Spirit of God: 
-* ving that Collection: or whe- 
re ther thoſe Proverbs were made by So- 

omon, and he aſſiſted by the Spirit of 

Pod, is all One. Religious Proverbs 
Fre excellent Rules of Religious Life, 

a ind, being forms of Common Diſ- . Rraſm. 
he pourſe, and matter of Common Be- in ſia, 

c Wicf, are urged with « art Autho- Cin pg 
rb ity. In the Uſe of theſe, We Be-1cgome- 
4. peak men, upon their own Princi- na. 

n ples; and fo the Blind man (as we 
- Fay ſtill call him, tho” at this time 
n his Eyes were opened) We fnom, &c. 
F. e. you know, and I know that God 
Peareth not Sinners, &c. where by 


— 2 


Pinners, (as in other places of Scrip- 


: 
fv 


ure) we are to underſtand ſuch as 
Five in the Voluntary practice of 
Known Sins: and the Religious Wor- 
Whip of ſuch; is Prophane. But, if 
he ſame man, be a Worſhipper of 
od; and Lives ſoberly 5 een 


1 


| 5 y and godly ; his Religious Worſhip, 
I -2 3 " 


"i Tian © concerning, | 


op 4 Reaſon. And 


is Religious indeed. This is the Sabjett 
of my intended Diſcourſe,” - » "I 
That nothing can render the Wor- 4 
ſhip of Bad men, acceptable to God: 
and nothing can hinder the Worſhip 
| os Good men from being wceptable to 1 


Fru, I than ok ge Truth of 
this Propoſition by Teſtimony. aud 


; Secondly, 'bſhall Ileſrate that Proof 4 
by the eren 1. 8 of Leise er 3 
ſt 


3 bl E 


| Firtt, 1 Wall Prove: the Truth * 0 
| i Propoſition, by, Teſtimony) and byY 5 
* And "aver ©; 


Fir is I. ſhall Prove it, "by Teſtimo- a 
The Word of God abounds with! 
| eee of this Truth; and Ex- 
amples of it, in the, Old and New 1 

Teſtament. Jha and Abel were ear- 

ly and remarkable Examples of this : 
and thoſe Examples are explained by 
„ the declaration of God, on that oc-! 
* caſion. Both of them performed. Re- 
ligious 


2e rer 


5 S Religious Worſhip, &c. . _ 


Migious and Solemn Worſhip : But 


r. tis expreſsly ſaid, That he Lord had 
2 ve del, unto Abel; and to his Offering : 


v. 4, 5. 


ip Bar ante Cain, and to his Offering, be 


%o a not reſpeff. This Diſtinction 
z hich God made in his Regard , ac- 


' Recording to the Difference which was 


of hin their Worſhip; was Mauifeſted to 
ad the Worthippers : whether by a voice, 
For by a Siga from Heaven, which 


7 v. I Kings 


if 4 hey underſtood ; I will not Deter- 


5 
,” 


* Murc againſt his Brother on. that ac- 


o 


— 


4 SS. 4 5c 1 18.17-40. 
br. mine. But Cain took deep Diſplea 


count. "He was very wroth ,.. and his Cen. a:. 


off Countenanct fell. The Apoſtle ex- 


by plains this, and lays 2 By Fait h Abel Heb. 11. 
8 2 unto God, a more excellent Sacri- + 


ce then Cain, by which he 1 * Wit- 
10-1 neſſes that he mas Rig hteous, God teſti- 


ich Hg of his Gifts, "and by ir, he being 


X dead. yet "ſpeaketh. They were diftin- 
ml guiſhed by their Faith, which is the 
ar- frinciple of Obedience, i. e. by 


witneſs, on this occaſion, to the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Abel; which was not in 
Cain. For the ſame Reaſon that God 
Loved and Accepted Abel, Cain hated 

2 28 and 


CIP DE, e. by the 
Religion of them Lives: God bore 


tt. 
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gen. 4. 
6, 7. 


Led one, 
| wherefore flew he Him? "Becauſe EE 
works were evil, and his Net 
teous. 
ples and Prackices o 


Cain wax N = 

"bis "Brother, "Ani R 

| 15 ow 

Rig b. 

icular inci.” | 

Cain ere 1 
This; we are not e and. 1 L will 
not Conſecture; but i we 
from the Teſtimony 0 }f God, in ge. 


neral; that Ri 1 550 5 5 ang 
1 Abel was R 1 
? wi 


and flew Him. 


and 


What the 


He was ed 
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bete een di 


: N [Ger . 5 0 notte 
Cats" efentme . Io Ace ber Fe 
"oo ar thou wr wrot 80 a 3 {why = "Bc 
8 alles? ol RP 
of this be, 406 : 'f 
a el, by lieth, at 25 ae. 
— 4 wides mene WI: 
in their. 4 hh k Nahe, » 
accord as 1 5 are in .theit\ Re- 
Tigions' Tewifoi H Hyne's Rt 
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1 Religious Worſhip, &c. If | 
11 — n 
% ated the utmoſt Deteſtation of, con- | 
ed in the Oſtentation of Religion, | 
% Ind the Practice of Immorality. The | 
S. Wickedneſs of their Lives Deſecrated 
5 he Solemnities of their Worthip : 

: f ut the Solemnities of their Worſhip 


- 10 6 puld not expiate the Wickedneſs of 10 
i Meir Lives; Behold the Lord's hand Fn 9 
8 not ſhortned, that it cannot Save; Pro. 21. 
und ither his Ear heavy, that it cannot pu. 
b, fear: bat your Iniquities have ſepera- N, 1.4. 
De ed between you and your God, and your Eccl.s.1. 
Tn ps have hid his face from you, that ama 2 
2e will not hear. God rejected the Sa- 22 
\ &-ZErifices and Feaſts, and Prayers of the 1 3 "Rn 


Wicked: and ſaid, by the ſame Hol. 5.3. 
ra. Prophet » When ye ſpread forth your & 8. 8. 
of bY 22 X 


s, I will hide mize eyes from you Ny Keg 


m a when ye make many Prayers I will zu, 23. 
th) Net hear: your hands are full of. blood. pi w 
ell, W ſb you, make . you clean; put away Mal. 2.2. 
bay the evil of your doings , from before par. 
F 5 | 5 1. 2020 
ie eyes: Ceaſe to do evil, Learn lo Hof. b.. 


H- 5 well. Till there be that Repentance 
up, Ind Reformation, He that killeth Ox Ii. 66. 
e. if he flewa man, he that Sacrifi- 

+ cr” Lamb, as if he cut off a dogs, neck, © 

Aa- e that offereth an Oblation, as it be of- 


red " fered 


* — * "RT 1 hs Fl 
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fered ſwines blood; He that burneth In- | 
cenſs, as if he Bleſſed an Idol. Tea, 
they have choſen their own. ways, and 


their Soul delighteth in their Abomi- 
nations. Again, this Truth is re- 
fented __ great F * . 
legancy, by the Prophet Micah, who 
— In T — in the form of 
Humiliatien and Anxiety, making 

his. Addreſs to the Prophet : and then 

in the name of God, the Prophet 
makes his Anſwer to it. Wherewith 
_ 5 (ball J. come before the Lord, and bow 
| 2:3 felf before the high God! Shall I 
come before him  mith Barnt-offerings, 

with Calves 75 4. year old? Will the 


Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, | 
br with tem thonſande of Rivers of O? 
Shall I give my firfi-born for my Tranf- 
FEreſion, the fruit of my Body for the 
1 f my Soul., That was the Que- | 
. ftion: What Sacrifice ſhall I offer, 
kor. the rendering God propitious to 
me: Will Gad be metciful to me, 
at 1 ſpend : my Subſtance, to make an 
Oblation? Will God pity me, if 1 
make a Sacrifice of my Children, 7. 
of my own Bowels ? Expreffiohs 
| Þ which 
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which import the greateſt Agonies 
of Sollicitude, But the Anſwer is, 
He hath ſbewed thee , O man, what 
ts Good : and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee 3 but to do jaſtly „ and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God? Some vainly think, That 
the Solemnity of their Worlhip ſhould 
make an Atonement for their fins ; 
and Others make their Worſhip a | 
Cloak for their fins. Wo wnto you OW | 
Scribes and Phariſees Hypocrites : for v. Eraſm. 
ye devour Widows Houſes, and for a pre- Aunot. 
tence , make long Prayers: therefore he, cn 
[ball receive the greater dammation. He 20. 
cannot be at Peace with God, who 


# is an Enemy to men: nor can he be 


Reconciled to God, who is not Re- 
conciled unto his Brothet: There- 


fore if Thou bring thy Gift to the Al- Mat., 


tar, and there remembroſt, that thy Bro- 
ther hath ought againſt thee; Leave _ 


there thy gift before the altar, and go 
cy wy bo 


t be retontiled to thy Brother, 
then come and | ca thy gift. Thus 
God teaches us, by that Regſen he 


has Inveſted us with. We ate pbli- 
ged to I" this Truth, be- 
5 2 ing 


14  ADiſcourſe concerning 
—————ůů—ð;ð %&ü— 4 5 
ing inſtructed by Revelation; and O- | I: 
thers have owned it, who never had > 
the Benefit of Revelation. The con- m 
current“ Teſtimom of the Beſt of Hea- 
ty 20. 1 one 
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* O0 Curvæ in terras anime & cæleſtium inanes t 
Quid juvat hoc Templis noſtros immittere mores, fl 
Et bona Dis ex hic (celerata ducere pulpa? &c. 
Peccat & hæc, peccat: vitio tamen utitur 2 &c. 0 
Compoſitum ſus faſq; animo, ſanctoſque receſſus r 
Mentis, & incoctum generoſo pectus honefſto : 
Hæc yh ut admoveant Templis, & farre litabo. 1 
Peri. § 2. | 
Atq; hoc ſcelefti illi in animum inducunt ſuum 
Jovem ſe-placare poſſe donis, & hoſtiis. N 
Et Operam & ſumptum perdunt: ideo fit quia 
Nihil ei acceptum eſt a perjuris ſupplicii: 
Facilius ſi qui Pius eſt a Diis {upplicans, | 
Ouam qui ſceleſtus eſt, inveniet Veniam ſibi. 
Idcirco moneo vos ego hæc, qui eſtis Roni, 
Quiqʒ ætatem agitis, cum pietate & cum fide, 
Retinete porrò, poſt factum ut lætemini. 
Plauti Rudens Prob. | 
Animadverto enim etiam Deos, non tam accuratis adoran- 
tium Precibus; quam Innocentia & ſanctitate letari : grati- ® 7 
oremq; exiſtimari, qui delubris eorum puram caſtamq men- 
tem, quam qui meditatum Carmen intulerit. | | {] 
| a 
{ 
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Plin. in Paneg. p. 6. | 
nec in vittimis quidem, licet opimæ ſint, auroqz præ- 

fulgeant, Deorum eſt honos; - {ed pid ac rei voluntate ve- 
nerantium. Itaq; boni, otiam farre ac fitilla Religioſi ſunt ; W t 
mali rurſus non effugiunt Impietatem quamvis aras ſanguine 
multo Cruentaverint. W t 
F 1 Fg . 6 was oo N 

Cultus, autem Deorum eſt optimus, idemqz Cuſtiſſimus, x 
4tq; Sanftiſhmus, pleniſſimuſq; Pietatis, ut eos ſemper pura i 
zaregra ,. incorruptà & mente & voce reneremur. TAL 


de N. D. L. 2. 
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15 
ones ace. M. Ant. L. 9. S. 
— Impius ne audeto placare donis ram Deorum. XII. Tab. 
1 Donis impii ne placare audeant Deos: Platonem audiant, 


qui vetat dubitare, qua fit mente futurus Deus, cum vir ne- 
* mo bonus ab improbo ſe donari velit. Tull. de Leg. L. z. 
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thens can add no weight to theſe Te- | 
ſtimonies of the Holy Prophets, and | 
of the Son of God: but the concur- 
rent Teſtimony of thoſe, who were 
not the beſt of  Heathens (as probably 
the Pocts, and Comedians were not) 
may ſhame. thoſe Chriſtians who arc | 
not Governed in their Judgments, by 

this ſo manifeſt a Truth of God. MY 
Having Proved the Truth of this Pro- | 
* poſition by Teſtimony of Scriptare - 
I am next | 


dag ++ 


"py 

27 
d y 
« of 


an Secondly, To Prove by Reaſon ; 
en- That nothing can render the Wor- 
| ſhip of Bad men acceptable to God: 
and nothing can hinder the Wor- 7 


this muſt be taken from the Natare 
of Religious Worſhip, which is a 
uz tepeated Dedication of our ſelves * 
[1 B. 3 intircly 


r- ; a | acer | 
ve. mip of Good men, from being accep- 
nt table t . ; f 
tine Jl 0 Him The Reaſon to prove a 
75 
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HH Difcoutſe concerning 
i Hic ver ds Cultus eſt, | intirely to God; expret- 
| In, quo mens colentis fed in Words and Actions 
icipfum Deo. immacu- 5 | | 
latam victimam Bifi. fer to that pur- 
| Lattant, de vero Cul- pole. So that there 15 in 
ur his fil uwe Religious We 
omnibus præeeptis cæ- ſhip, all outward and ; ba- 
icRibus obtemperave- dily Sign, of an inward 
rit, hic eſt veri Dei 9s. 0 Ms EM 
Cultor; cujus Sacrif- and Spiritual Devotion, 
cia funt manfuetudo preſented unto Gad » 425 
&aQtus book Cr. s. an Act of Homage, and 
hath de Glory unto Him. 
Religious Wotſtup is an eminent Act 
of Religious Life: and the Rehipi- 
dus Life of a Chriftian, may 
compared unto the Natural Life of iſ 
Man. In the Natura Life of man 
there is a joynt exerciſe of the Facul- 
ties and Powers of Soul and Body | 
in the Performances which are Na- 
tural: and in the Religious Life of 
a Chriſtian , there is a joynt exerciſe 
of the Faculties and Powers of Soul 
and Body, in the Performances which 
are Religious. The Parts of Man's 
Compoſitiou are Soul and Boay ; and 
as the Conjunction of theſe, is neceſ- 
fary to the being of Life: So the 
Exeraiſe of both theſe, is neceffary 
TL £0 
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Religious Worſhip, __—_— - 
to the Acts of Life, be thoſe Acts 
Natural, or Religious. If the Soul H x 
be /eperated from the Body, the Bo- «= 
dy is a dead Carcaſs: and if the Ex- 8 
erciſe of the Soul be wanting in any cib. 1 
Action that Action cannot be Mo- Animus 
ral, or. Religious. The Soul is the — — * 
Life of the Body : and the Act of 
the Soul, in any Rational, or Reli- 
gious Performance, is the Life and 
Spirit of That which is the Act of 
the Body. And as tis in every other 
Act of Religious Life; fo 'tis in cve- 
ry Act of Religious Worſhip. A 
performance of the Body, without 
che concurrent performance of the 

Soul, is like the State of the Body 
” |} without the activity of the Soul, tis 
Dead , being alone. I mean, There m. ac. 
is not the Reulity of Workhip in fuch | 
a Performance of a Bad Man, what- 
ever Pretences there may be : but 
there is the Reality of Worſhip in 

the Performance of a Good man, 
whatever. pretences may be wanting. 
-And God, who Judges of our Wor- 


ſhip, according unto Truth: will 
accept That for Religious Worſbi 
| B 4 which 


— — — 
Is Diſcburſe concerning 


Aeby &n & -otc ra Which is fo; when our 
Ja x) rde Ourics d- outward" performance is 
T13ximeris ij uin ei bei, Inſpirited and Animated, 
2 fe Ty Jer by that which is inward; 
208 * plant Y n or, when the Devotion 
Plato Alcibi. 2. p.232. ©; of our Souls 18 as It Were 
| Ancarnate. But He. will 

not accept That for Religious Mor- 
ſbip which is zot ſo, When there is 
only the out ward performance of the 
Body, ſeperated from the concur- 
ence of the Soul; and contra 
dicted by the Profanefs of the Life. 

Nom. 2.2. V% are fare, in this Caſe, as well as 


in every other, I hat the fudg ment of 


, cami6 God is according to Truth. Ihe Lord 
1 an.i - * CI : , 7 
7. ſeeth not as man ſceth : for man look- 


Luke 16. 


Lord loobeth on the heart. It was out 


Blefled Saviours. Judgment of ſuch 
pretended Worſhippers, Je are they 
which juſtify Jour ſelves before men; 


but God knoweth your hearts: far that 


which is hiohly eſteemed. among men, ts 
an abomination in the ſight of "God. 
Such Hypocrjtical Worthip, is a pre- 
tended Honour, and a real Affront to 
God: and God will conſider it ac- 
RE |: : 9  - Tons 


eth on the outward appearance, but the 
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ir | -cording to the Reality, not according 
is to the Pretence. The Courſe. of a Taf. 
, man's Life is Demonſtration concern- ? A- 
ing the Temper of his Spirit: and 52g = 
n | there is no truely Religious Worfhip n 
e without a Religious Life. The flagi- zue 
il tjous Sinner, can be no ſincere Wor- Pytbago- 
r- | ſhipper of God, ſuch as He that is Cut 
i Holy and Omniſcient will accept: autem 
but, if any man do his Will, and be ni unn 
a MWorſbipper of God, he is Appro- tum non 
ved. ane enn Atte 
Thus I have Proved by Scripture S cg. 
and by Reaſon, That nothing can ren- 

der the Worſhip of Bad men accep- 
table to God: and nothing can ren- 

der the Worſhip of a Good man from 
being acceptable to Him. | 
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Secondly, I ſhall Maſtrate this Proof 
by the /everal parts of Religious Wor- 
ſhip; ſuch as are Celebration, Confeſ- 
ſton, Petition, Interceſſion, and 
Thankſgiving; which Acts do ſup- 
poſe a Veneration of God, a Deteſta- 
tion of ſin, a Reconciliation to Ho- 
lineſs, an Affection to Mankind, and 
an ingenuous Operation of „ 
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A Diſcourſe concerning 


1}, The Adoration and Celebration of 
God does ſuppoſe the greateſt Vene- 


ration of Him, for what He is in 


Himſelf, and for what he is to us. 


2 Gate Galen There are glorious Manifeſtations of 
. the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Po 
L 3.6.40, er of God in the Fabrick df the 
world: ' ?Tis the wiſdom of Men to 


make their Obſervations concerning 
thcſe, and tis their Piety to Proclaim 


- and celebrate them. They whd do 
not Admire theſe, are Stupid: they 
that do Calumniate them, are Mad. 


Beſides theſe Informations conoern- 


Gee Nature; we have grea- 
ter Informations by Revelation: and 


to Declare aur honourable Perſwafi- 
on concerning God, and our Affecti- 
ons ſuitable thereunto : is the true. 


Aalor ation of Him. 


This Declaration muſt be Sauen 


ptherwiſc our Worſhip is at dean! 


Nullity ; is indecd Hypoc — Sy 
Frofaneſs. This Veneration of God, 
i properly expreſſed in Religious 


Hymas, and Pſalms:- and thofe of 
David are the Forms of Celebration 
* When therefore we rc 


cite 
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5 Religious Worſhip, 
cite the Pſalms, we intend not mere- 
ly receiving Inſtruction from the word 


of God (as when we read other 


pottions of Scripture) but an Ex- 
eteiſe of Devotion, as when we Uſe 
the other Hymns: and for this rea- 
ſon, we Hand np at this Perfor- 
mance of Worſhip. Pſalmody was 


- 


ſo confiderable a part of Chriſtian Nasen 
Worſhip, that the whole was De- Pf c., 3. 
nominated from it: and the Ac- 0. 


* | | . Az 3 0 ö b T- 
count which Plinie gives the Em- 2 


r Trajas of the Chriſtian So- 3, gr. 


emnities, (among other 9 , Greg. 
That they were wont to affemble 82 
early in the Morning, and to fing al- Heron. 


| ternately a Hymn to Chrz# , as to EN. p. 


God. And Julian the Apoſtate to ©: 8 
Riral the Chriſtians, ſet up ſuch meng 


riſto, 


3 Pr ayers among the Hen quaſiDeo, 
c ens. dicere ſe - 


The Pſalms of Derid make a ve- cum Inv: 


iy large part of the Celebrations of Pin Lie 

l od, in our Church and in them Ep.67. 
we Uſe ſuch Forms of words as theſe, E 7: 
Hi Name is excellent in al the earth, © 

who hath ſet his Glory above the Heas G 
VEASs hoſe Name alons is Jrhod ah, Naz. 

5 | 9 e whe PIs. bo 
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22 24 Diſcourſe concerning 
N who is the moit High over all the 

"03-19 Earth. Who. hath prepared his Throne 

in the Heavens, awd his Ringdom ru. 

Praga. Leh over ol, aflice , nd Fadgmen 
| are the habitation 75 Throne, Mer- 

c aud Truth. (þal. $2 before his Face. 
Plugs. x7 He is Righteous in all his ways , and Ho. 
by in all his Works. Thus we, after 
the example of the Pſalmiſt, and in 
bus words; Celebrate the PerfeRi- 
on of Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, 

which is in God, in conjunction * 

with the Perfection of Wiſdom, and || E 

Power. WR MH 

| 8 

1 


Ihe Righteous Man does this with 

the greateſt Sincerity, and a ſuita- 
dle Devotion: but the Unriphte. || ® 
845 man neither does, nor can thus 
Ns 1. Adore Him; that is, Glorious in Ho: 5 

Fk lineſs. He that does not Love, and 
Admire Righteouſneſs ; cannot Love 
and Admire the Perfection of it: 
3 Such an One is the Unrighteous , 
„ Anz. who has been an Enemy to Righte- 
* oaſneſs;, is not, in his Judgment | * 
and Temper, Reconciled to it; but | 

_ Diſlikes it moſt when He confiders 

das United to the Perfection of 

5 r 
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| Wiſdom and Power ; becauſe by 


theſe, Righteouſneſs and Goodnels 


are Maintained , and the contrary 


Oppoſed, and Controuled. 


4 * God is every where pre- n. 
ſent | 


5 
dy his Eſſence; and from that © 
Natural Preſence of God none can 
be withdrawn. But there is a Mo- 
ral Nearneſs to God, by Likeneſs - 
and a Moral Seperation from him by 
Unlikeneſs. The true Worſhipper 
Defifes this Approach to God, and 


Delights in it; and can ſpeak the 


Senſe of his Soul, in the words of 


David, As the Hart panteth 2 Lg.. 2. 


thee water brooks , ſo panteth my Joni 
after thee, O God: My Soul thirſt- 
th for God, for the living God 
when ſhall I come and appear before 
God ? The Good man entertains 
himſelf with ſuch Contemplations 
of God as are Transforming : and 


Bebolding as in a Glaſs the Glory of _ 


"the Lord, defires to be changed into 13. 
the ſame Image from Glory to Glory. The 
Religious Thoughts of a Rcligious 

are expreſſed in ſuch words as 
» ' Whom have I in Heaven but biz. 25. 
FAR ee; 
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24 A Diſcourſe concerning 


YO I 


thee; and there is none upon earth 
v. 28. that I deſire beſides thee. It is good for 
me to draw near to God, i. e. To be. 
hold his Face in Righteouſneſs, and 
to be Satisfied with his Likeneſs. De- 
fz. 4 light thy ſelf in the Lord, i, e. in Em- 
ploying thy Faculties about Him 
who is the Perfection and Standard 
of Righteouſneſs; Obſerving the Ma- 
nifeſtations, and imitating the Exer- 
Peter g. ciſe; and ſhewing forth the Virtaes 


Tea; & pe- 


ebe. N of the Divine Nature. Let us right- 


PI. 17. 15. 


ly Underſtand what is meant by the 


Adoration of God, and then Judge, 
whether any but Good men can with 
Sincerity Adore him. Bad men are 
neither Sincere, nor Conſtant in 
their Applications to God. Concetn- 
ing ſuch an One, the Queſtion is put 

Job27.x0, by Job, Will he Delight himſelf in 

the Almighty? Will he always call ap- 
ox God? 


20 Confeſſtion of Sin is another 
part of the Religious Worſhip of Sin- 
ners. But this cannot be perform- 
ed with Sincerity by thoſe who. are 
Impenitent Becauſe every Religpus 

Confeſſion 


r 
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Confeffion of Sin, implies a Sincere Ita qui 
Profeſſion of R 4 
ofeſſion of Repentance, not to be Aorum 
Repenteg of. peniten- 
: -onfeſfion of Sin without Repen- game 
tance does imply a Declaration, ei- Domino 
ther , that we are Reſolved to Re- — 
peat the fame fins again, upon oc- io yer ali. 
cafion 5 or that we are zot Reſolved am pæni- 

. | . f tent iæ pæ- 
againſt ſo doing. 3 
Among other fins, 1mpenitency of fatisfaci- 
heart is One; and Inſincerity in Wor- at: fig 

Wy e's tanto ma- 
A. is another ſin, ich 5 gis peto⸗ 
and Cuftomary ſinners do Conleſs: ſus Deo, 
but fuch things every true Worſhip- mul e 
uſt be ab Diſown; — 
per mi able to Ditown; as Da- acceptus, 
vid did, when he ſaid Give ear un- 2 
to my Prayer that goeth not out of feign- * * 
ed lips: and I was upright before him, 2 Cor. v. 


and kept my ſelf from mine iniqui- ye, ,_ 


: "_ | PI. 18.22. 

Will Sinners confeſs their ſins 
thus? We do not deſire the knowledge Job 1. 
of thy ways : nor Approve the things FE 
that are more excellent, Our Goodneſs rom. 2. 
' as the morning Cloud, and as the 18. f 
early dew which paſſeth away, We re- 
gard not the morks of the Lord, nor Hof. 4. 
the Operation of his hands. We walt pc. " 

| after Jer.22. 


17. 
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” + 1 


3 r 


—̃ —k — 
A Di/ courſe concerning 


26 


1 


1128.16. after the Imagination of our own hearts; 


as if we had made a Covenant with 

Death , and with Hell were at Apree- 

ers. 3. ent. We refuſe to receive Correcti- 
aon; have made our faces harder thay 
1. 29. 1j. 4 Rock, and refuſe to Return. We 
diam near to thee with our mouths, 
and Honour thee with our lips, when 

Pe66. 18. bur Hearts are far from thee. We re. 
gard iniquity in our hearts, and cal 


PL. "ky not upon thee in Truth. We deal falſe- 


18. Hy in our Covenant; and our. heart is 


TI. zot ſet aright? and our Spirit is not 


.  Redfait with God. We hate Inſtruftti- 
— . cat thy Laws behind 2 We 
29 tread under foot the blood of the Son 

of God; count the blood of the Cove- 
nant by which we are Sanctified an Un- 
holy thing; and do Deſpite unto the 
WE: g. pers of Grace. Light is come into 
the World, but we love Darkneſs ra. 
ther than Light, becauſe our Deeds are 
Nom. 2.5. evil. After the hardneſo of Our impe- 
nitent hearts, we treaſure up unto our 
ſel ves wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
and Revelation of the righteous udg- 
ment of God, Our iniquities increaſe 


8 . 8. aver e, and our treſpaſſes grow up un- 
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to to the Heavens : they are more. than the Rome ON 
hairs of our head. We Deſpiſe the ri- Pf on. 
ches, of. thy Goodneſs , 4nd eee „ 
and lang -ſaffering ;, whereb 1 1 "iy _ 
led to Repentance. 

This Confeſſion i 15 True > as to the 
time paſt: and the caſe is not Al- 
tered as yet; t erefore it is True 1 
ſtil; Now, whatſocver the Words 1 
of the Confeſſion, be, this is the | g 
Tath of it: and where che Im- 
port of the Confellius of ſin, is not. 
the. Profeſſion. Repentanee; tis a 
Profeſſion olf Impenitence. But 4 
can that Prayer be. Acceptable, Ex- 
cuſable, or Tolerable, which, is of 
this Nature? 

We joyn Deprecation of . Puniſy- 
ment, with our, Confeſſion of ſin; Ebe- 
but chere is no Promiſe of Pardon Sig * 
which does not include the Demand Cyril Hi. 
of Repentance. We pray, Forgive eroſ. p.22. 
ug our Treſpaſſes; Blot out our T ranſ. — 1 
greſſions : For thy names ſake, O Lora, pag. 11. 
pardon our iniquity which is great. Re- Pl. 6. 1. 
bake us not in thine anger, neither " 
haſten wm in thy al M e. Tale a- Hoſ. 14.2. 
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£ A Diſcourſe concerning . 


Pl.79, 8, 


on. 
Pſ. 219. 
176. 


13. A 


wa) all our iniquities, and receive us 


_— 


— CEP 


gracionfly, Remember not againſt us 


our former tniquities, Help us, O God 
of our Salvation; for the glory of thy 


zame Deliver us, and purge away our 
ſins, for-thy names ſake. So the Im- 
penitent Sinner can pray abſolutely 
for Pardon which is conditional: but 
ſuch Prayer is Abſurd and Vain. We 
are taught otherwiſe by God, and 


our Saviour: and accordingly, in 
our Liturgy, we Ask Forgiveneſs, 
upon Suppoſition of S and 
Reformation. We confe 


{is thus, We 


General have erred and ſtrayed from thy ways 
25 like lot Sheep. W, 


have followed too 
much the Devices and deſires of our 
own hearts. We have offended apainſt 
thy Holy Laws We have 55 un- 
done thoſe things which we ought to 
have done; and we have done thoſe 
things which we ought not to have 
done; and there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy up- 


en us miſerable Offenders, So far the 
| Impenitent Sinner can go. But, 
Prox. 28. When He mult add, Spare thou them, 


0 


* 


Religious Worſhip, &e. 29 
us | 0:God, mbich confeſs their faults; Re- 
us | ſtore thou them that are Penitent ; ac. 
od | cording to thy promiſes declared unto Lu. 24. 
by | mankind in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

w | This, no Impenitent Sinner does De- 
n« || (fire; : and therefore ſuch an One can- 

not „ in his Uſe: of this Prayer, 
at | prefent his Defires unto God. What 
fe is it to Him, that God reſtores. the 
id | Penitent. to his Favour ; and that, 
in according to Promiſes made only to 
; the. Femtent? 7 rs ... | 

He can joyn with the Congrega- Genera! 
tion, and ſay, We acknowledge. and ö 
bewail gur manifold ſins and mwicked- Commu- 
neſs mhich we from time to time moſt nion. 
grievouſly have committed, 'by Thought, 
Word, and Deed, again thy Divine 
Majeſty, provoting moſt juſtly thy 
wrath and indignation againſt us. But 
he cannot fincerely proceed and ſay, 

We ao -earneſily Repent , and are hear- 
tily.- ſorry for theſe our Miſ-doings , 
the Remembrance of them is grievous 
| #9 us, the Burden of them is intole- 
„ able. But, if we cannot verify ſuch 
„ expreſſions as theſe; r 
2 5 > > 2 * 
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in the words of the Church; which 


ate according to the Truth of things, 


and the Covenant of God. In that 
Covenant, Pardon is Conditional, 


Matth. é 
145 1 Fo 


and Repentance' is the Condition ; 
and 'tis in vain to Pray for that 
Favour which is Conditional, with- 
out performing the Condition. Such 
Deprecation has too much of the 


1 of an inprecation againſt our 


elves: as when we Pray; For. 
give us our Treſpaſſes, As we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs apaimit us: and, 
at the ſame time do act Forgive them 
at all; or, in word only, not in 
deed: Do we defire God ſhould /; 
Forgive us? Thus Confeſſion of ſin, and 


| Deprecation of Puniſhment ; muſt be 
accompanied with a Deteſt ation of the 
One, as a neceſſary Qualification'for 


— in, 
3aly, Petition for thoſe * Good things, 
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Tu Rex ſumme, dato nobis bone, five rogemus,, 
Sein gon at mala vel poſcentibus uſq; negato. * - 
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Good things of Life, Religion, and 
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which are the Communications of 
the Bounty and Favour of God; 
muſt-. be accompanied with a Reco#- 
ciliation to his Holineſs, and Refigna- 
tion to his Wiſdom. There are the 


Felicity: The concernments of Lyfe, 
as Subordinate to the Concernments 
of Religion; and the Concernments 
of Time, as Subordinate to the Con- 
cernments of Eternity. So 
The Good things of Life, Bad 
men may Re Deſire; and 
as unfeignedly Pray for: but thoſe 
Good things of Life, are by Bad 
men Jefired abſolutely for themſelves; 


and by Good men only, as ſubſervi- 


ſay, Who will ſhew us any good? But 
he.is a Religious man who ſays, Lord 
lift thou up the light of thy Counte- 
nance upon us. Thou haſt put gladneſs 
in my heart, more than inthe time that 
their Corn, and theirWine increaſed. 
The Impenitent Sinner ca- 
not Deſire ſincerely his Spiritu- 


ent to Religion. There be many that Pl 


al: good; which is the Prevalency of 


C ex Righ- 


11 


6,7 


- PC:86. 11. 


3 a4 — — . 


* 


% 


8 


7 } i»; : 5 
I c 
* . . 4 * 
7 == 
| rh E 
2 
333 ” 
4.4 — 4 % _ . 
A . 
* * N G 
. — 
ö ' *- 4 s 
* i F = 
SE. : an K 
4 - * 
| * 
4 - 
w 
i 


oo 


_ A Diſcourſe concerning 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in his 
Heart and Life. Such requeſts as 
 __ theſe he does not put up, with in- 
Pf. 41-4- tegrity. Lord be merciful unto me; 
Heal my Soul for I have ſinned againſt 
PI. 51. 2. hee. Waſh me thoroughly from mine 


iniquity , and cleanſe me from my ſins. 


Ezek. 11. Give me a new heart , and put a new 
19. Spirit within me. Create in me à clean 
Pl.51.10. heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit 
Jerz1.3 . within me. Put thy laws into my heart, 
Aland write them in my inward parts. 

\ Matth. 6, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
9,10. come. Thy Will be done in earth, as 
Pharos „ i in heaven, O that my ways were 
| directed to keep thy Statutes: Teltch 
me thy ways, O Lord, and.] will walk 
in thy Truth : Unite my heart to fear 
Azhy Name, Theſe are ſuch Petitions, 

as no Sinner, whoſe Mind is not 
Changed by Repentance , can put 

up unto God. Such Petitions alſo 
The ge- are theſe, Grant, O moſt merciful Fa- 
neral ther, for his ſake (for Chriſt's ſake) 
POS: pak we may hereafter live a godly, riph- 
2 reous, and ſober life , to the glory of 
Ihn holy Name, In Religious 1 orſbip, 
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we Adore that perfection of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Goodneſs, . which is in 
God: in Religious Obedience we pra- 


Rice that 2 of Righteouſ- 


neſs and Goodneſs, which muſt be 


in man. A juſt Improvement of our - 


Minds, and a right Government of 

our Bodies, are neceſſary to both. 

And it is to be conſidered, how 

thoſe. who live wickedly can make 

Uſe of ſuch Forms of Devotion. 

There muſt be an Agreement between 

the Words of our Prayers, and the 
Deſires of our Hearts: and if we 

Beg of God that we may Live ho- Heb. 13. 
neſtly' in all things, we muſt be wil- ** 
ling ſo to do. Weigh the Signifi- 
cation of theſe words, Grant that 

this day we fall into no ſin,----- but that ,q cop 
our doings may be ordered by thy Gover- for grace 
nance, to do always that is righteous brauer 
in thy . That our hearts may be ꝛdColbat 
ſet to obey thy Commandments. That peu 
our hearts, and all our members being Coll Cir- 
mortified from all worldly and Carnal Ar, 8 
luſts, we may in all things obey thy Bleſt ©" 
fed Well. Give us grace to uſe ſuch ig Sund. 
nf. | S 4 abſtinence, in Lent. 
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abſtinence , that our fleſh being ſub- 
dued to the Spirit, me may ever obey 
thy godly motions, in righteoaſnefs and 


true holineſs. and ſuch like words; 


in which every Chriſtian offers his 


Deſires unto God. Remember that 


at the end of each of the Ten Com- 


mandmeuts, we ſay, Lord have mercy 
upon us, and incline cur hearts to keep 


this Law. And at laſt, Lord have 


mercy upon us, and write all theſe th. 


Laws in our hearts, we beſeech_ thee. 


The true Penitent can thus Pray with 
Sincerity : but if the Impenitint 


prays thus, there is Hypocriſy in his 


Prayer. Repeniance. therefore, by 
which a man's Mind is Turned from 


fin, is a neceſſary Qualification, in 


him that prays for Spiritual Good 
things. e 
And as for thoſe Good things which 


are Eternal; and ih which our Hap- 


pineſs conſiſts; theſe no Bad man 
does deſire. Bad men look upon Hea- 
ven, only as a place of Eaſe and 
Reſt; of Deliverance from, and 
Security againſt the Torments of Hell. 


But 


— 


Religious Worſhip, &c. 


ſal Affection to all Mankind: For 


But Heaven is a State, as well as a 
Place: or a State of Soul which is 
_ "Holy, qualifying it, for a Place, So- 
ciety , and Enjoyments which are 
| ſuitable. The Perfection of Holi- 
neſs is the State of Happineſs within pf 17.1 
ut; and the delightful Employment 


of our Faculties about the moſt Holy 


God for 'ever, derives an Enjoyment 
of all Good from Him. But, can a 
wicked man, (who is not patient of 


Religious Exerciſes: for a few hours; 
and who finds no Satisfaction in them) 


deſire that He may be eternally ſo 
exerciſed ,' and defire this as his ut- 
moſt "Happineſs ? when the matter 
of wicked mens Petitions is regular 
in its nature ; and tryely expreſled ; 
their Hearts cannot ſay Amen (So be 


it) to thoſe Petitions. Upon this 
ſcore, the Prayer of the wicked is 


turned into ſin ; even their Prayers a- 
gainſt fin. | W i 


40, Interceſſion is another part of 
Prayer; and this muſt be accompani- 
ed with an Unfeigned and Univer- 


OUr 


| 
| 
x 
1 
* 
Is 
| 
i 2 
* 
3 
$ 


24 
9 

4 

. 

i 
'Y 
: 

i 

t 


$4 — a 
"IN = We SI 1 


_ — 


— — 
- 


1 
* * 3 


apes. 


* 


— 25 — — c | 
36 A Diſcourſe concerning 
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ſive as our Prayers. Interceſſion is 


Tim. 2. Petition for Others: and Supplica- 
i. tions muſt be made for Al Men. 


We Pray for all the Good things the 
want: and we Give Thanks for all 
the good things they enjoy. But this 

ſuppoſes a fincere Love to all men 
whom we pray for ; and that we Love 
them as we love our ſelves: that we 


Deſire their good, and Delight in it, 


as our Own. f FIND 
IF we did ſo Love them, we ſhould 
do all Right, and all Benefit to 
them: as we defire They ſhould do 
to us. Does any Wicked man thus 
Love others? and can he thus Pray 
for Others, if he does not Love 
them ? Can he that is wicked, with- 


| ten an Repentance Pray, O let the wick- 


2 of the wicked come to an end: but 
eft 10 thou the Jui. Can he de- 
Het. 2. fire that Governours, may be for the 
Puniſbmeni, and Jerror of Exil. doers; 
and fur the praiſe of them that do well. 
That hey may not bear the Sword in 


m. 12, rr, | 
: Val, but be Revengers r0 eXxXCecute wrath 


upon 


our Charity muſt be as Comprehen- 
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he deſire Others ſhould, when he 


Envious, Proud and Revengeful; 
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nowing 

at himſelf is ſuch an One. Can 
he pray That every One who names the » Lim. 
name of Chriſt, may depart from in- 
quity ; and adorn the Doctrine of God - 
our Saviour in all things; who knows 
that He profeſſes to know God, but in Tit. 1. 16. 
works denies him, being abominable , | 
and diſobedient , and to every good work 
reprobate. Can He joyn heartily in 
that Petition That all who profeſs and 2 — 
call themſelves Chriſtians, may be led jg; in 
into the way of Truth , and hold the Conditi- 
Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the bond 95% 
of peace , and in rig e of 2 3 

an 


when He is one who will not? 


cares not what they are, or what 
they do? None but a truely Good — 
man can Deſire that all others may be 


— 


truely Good. 
And as all Wickedneſs is Malig- 
nity; Can he that is. Malicious, 


* 
* 
— 
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make Interceſſion for the Temporal 
Proſperity and Welfare; of all men, 
not excepting thoſe whom he is * 
* | Dif. 
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© _ honours God himſelf? Can he de-. 2 
fire the Glory of God, and the Good 4 
of men; who neither Fears GOD ; 
nor Regards Men ? Thoſe. who in- | 
tercede for Others, muſt be well af- | < 
fected towards them; which no wic- || 
Eked man can pretend to be towards all h 
| the world. N *% . 5 
Fi, Thankſgiving to God, muſt be 
accompanied with an ingenuous Gra- 
A e- titude for the Good of Thoſe on be- 
rere half of whom we give Thanks. He 
e that gives God Thanks for ſuch Tem- 
poral Mercies , as Eſtate; Reputati- 
| LEY on, Health, Life; and approves 
&;, not of the Obligations to the gra- 
cum. titude of Obedience, contained there- 
in; does not give Thanks religiouſly, 
andlike a Chriftian. | 1 
He that makes Uſe of ſuch words 
as theſe in his Thankſgiving, Bleſſed 
- IB. 2. bo God, and the Father of our Lord Je- 
155 fas Chriſt, who hath choſen us to Sal. 
vation, through Sanitification of the 
opirit, and belief of the . 
. | 5 N who 
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the Grace of God which bringeth 
Salvation, hath appeared unto all ia. 


C 


th. * 


— 
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who. thro' the knowledge of hin hath © 


called us to Glory and Vertne : That * Pet. a. 3. 
Tit.zz 11, 


men; teaching us, that denying Un- 
godlineſs , and worldly luſt , we ſhould 
3 ſoberly, righteouſih, and godlj in 
this preſent world. Can (1 ſay) he 
that makes Uſe of ſuch words in 


his Thankſgiving, exerciſe: Devoti- 


on in his Worship, when his Life 
is a Contradiction to it? Can He 
praiſe God, for the Knowledge of 
that Trath,; which he holds in Un- 

. „ Rom. 1. 
'riobteouſneſs'? and can he be truely 18. 


Thankful for that Conviction of fin, 


and r of Conſcience, which 
he Reſiſts, and Over- rules, that he 
may gratify his Lufts? He can in 


Words; Recite God's Mercies, but 
can he go on? We beſeech thee , The ge- 


Sve us that: due-ſenſe. of ul thy Mer "eral, 
dit, that our hearts. may. be unfeigned- giving, 
I thankful, and that wemay;(bew forth 
thy Praiſe not only with our lips, but 
in our lives, by giving up our ſel ves 
fo thy Service, and by walking be- 

ore 
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3 Diſcourſe . 
fore thee, in holineſs, and righteouſe 
neſs all our days. 2: Mod 

Can a Wicked man; who was ſo n 


in time paſt, who is ſo at preſent, 
and who continues ſo, for time to 
come; Celebrate Jod with the grea- 
teſt Veneration of his Holineſs, which 
is divine Glory; Can he make Con- 
Feſſion of his fins, with an unfeign- 
ed Deteſtation of them? Can he 
Petition for all thoſe, Good things 
which he expects from the Favour 
led unto Him, i. e. reconciled to the 
Perfection of Righteouſneſs? Can 
He make Interceſſion on the behalf || jj 
of all Mankind, with a-ſutable Af. || +: 
fection to them? Can he give Thanks R 
unto God for all his Mercies with a 
religious Gratitude, which muſt be 7 
verified by religious Obedience? The || 7 
Wicked man cannot do this: but a1 
in all theſe Inſtances his Prayer is Io. 
an Abomination. Tis the Righte- || if 
ous man's Worſhip, and his only 0 
which God delights in. > $14 
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The Inferences to be drawn from 
this Doctrine, and the T/es to be 

made of it, are theſe: 2 


) 
? |  Fir#, For Terror to the Wicked. 
1 


Secondly, For Encouragement to the 
_ Righteous. And 


- Thirdly, For Direction to All. 


Ir Fir#, This Diſcourſe may be of 

- | Ute, for Terror to the wicked: be 

© | they Prophane, in whom therc is 

n neither Religious Life, nor Religious 

f N. orſhip ; or Hipocrites , who pre- 

3 tend to Reli ious Worſhip, without 
Religious Life, Wks 

a This Speaks Terror to the Pro- 

© fane, who regard not Religious 

we i Life or Religious Worſhip, Theſe, 
ut are Atheiſtical, through affeRation , ante oc 
15 or thro? neglect. Some are Athe- los, &c. 
& iſtical thro Aſectation; who out Tucrktꝰ 
ly of Vanity , pretend to correct the 

ſenſe of mankind , concernin 

the Obligations of Religion. Theſs 


are 
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are like Davids Fool, who ſaid. in 
his heart there is no God. And this 
they affect to ſay , becauſe they are 
wicked, and that they may be ſo. 
They are Corrupt, they have done 4, 
| bominable works there is none that dot 
good, When Immorality is com- 
mon, Profaneſs is ſo too: and men. 
deſire to be Atheiſts, that they may 
J % fs: 
Others are Profane, and Athei- 
ſtical by Neglect. Ignorance. is the 
cauſe of their Profaneſs; they ne- 
ver Regarded religion ſo much as 
to Learn the Doctrine of it. They 
were not Taught when young; and 
they have not been Patient of Teach- 
ing ſince they were Old: they were 
not conſtrained to Learn while un- 
der the Command of Others, and 
they will not be at the Trouble to 
Learn now they are maſters of them- 
ſelves. 6 1 
They are habitually Profane; there 
is no Regard in them to Religious 
Life, or to Religious Obedience. 
Theſe are the wicked, who thro the 
„ . Pride 
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Pride of their Countenance will not Pi-0.4, 

s || ſeek after God; God is not in all Jo 

e | their Thoughts. They, have ſaid in 

. their. hearts, God hath. orgotten , 

; he hideth his face, he will never ſee 
14 b 

j But it will be an Eternal Confu- 

n. | fion to ſuch, when God fhall call 

y || them, before his Tribunal: who all 
their days Affronted the Majeſty of 


; 


;- | God. , and never Deprecated his Diſ- (/ 
e leaſure. Then God ſhall be known \ 
P y the Judgment which he execu- 


s | teth;; and Jeſus Christ ſhall come: Th. r. 8. 
y || 72 flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
d them that knew not God, and obey- 
1- | ed not the Goſpel; by which they 
e | were called to Repentance. Conſi- 
1- | der this, ye that Forget God, leſt 
d || he Tear you in pieces, and there be 
o none to deliver you: and at the 
a- | grand Extremity , there be not ſo 
I much as one Hypocritical Lord have 
re | Mercy on me, upon Record, for 
us you. | . 
e. Secondly, This is for Terror to 
he | thoſe who are Hypocritical! ; and 
ae - 1 0 pretend 


Pſ.50.22, 
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— — [Eũ..— ö — ey 
pretend to Religious Worſhip, .with- 
out Religious Life. Tis plain that 
when He, whoſe Life is Unholy, 
ſets himſelf jo perform Holy Wor- 
ſhip; the Man is the /ame at 
one time, as he is at another; 
and that he Worſhips with the ſame 
Mind that he Lives. He Worſhips 
with the. ſame Ignorance, and Er- | © 
ror , concerning God; with the | ** 
fame Alienation from, and the fame je 


* 
93 * 


Enmity againſt Him. He that is a | ” 
Bad man in the courſe of his Life, | 2 
is not a New and Another; a Good T 
and a, Holy man, for the time, F 
when he Worlhips. He is not a | 
Bad man only when the Time of 
Worlhip is over; and then ceaſes f. 
to be a Bad man when the Seaſon || 
of Worſhip Returns. He is always L 
Bad, who Lives ill: and tho? ſuch || 
an One may perform the Outward b 

part of Religious Worſhip, yet that 
is all, and the Iaward part is want- 
ing. This is that Hypocriſy which 
God declares the utmoſt Deteſtati- 
on of: and as the Worſt of _ 

| 5 


0 
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hall have their portion among the Hy- Matt. as. 
r 1 t. 

pocrites; fo Hypocrites ſhall have 

their Portion among the Mor# of 

Men, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 

ing of Teeth. That Quetion affects 

ſuch as are ungodly in their Lives, 

When ye come to appear before me, If. 1.14. 

who hath required this at your hands, 

to treaa my Court,; 'Unto the wick- I 

ed God faith , What haſt thou to do oe * |, 

to declare my Statutes; or that thon 

ſhoul det take my Covenant in thy 

mouth? ſeeing thou hateit Inſtructi- 3 

on, and caſteſt my words behind thee. 

This is Terror to the Prophane, and 

Hypocritical ; for God will not be 


mocked. . P 
_ Secondly, This Diſcourſe is of Uſe a 
for the Eucouragement of Good men, { 
who are Qualified by a Religious i 


Life, for Religions Worſhip : and 
who Veriſie their Religious Worſhip 
by a Religious Lite, 


at” - * 
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1. This is for the Enconragement 
of Good men, who are Qualifed, _ | 
by a Religious Life, for Religious 
3 D 2 Worſhip. 
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28 
is part of Religious Life : and as 


Worſhip. Every Good man Wor- 


' 


3 Lives; becauſe he Lives 
e Worſhips. Religious Worſhip 
the Life of a Good man „is Good; 
ſo is his Worſhip Good. The Re- 
ligious Liver, who does the Will of 
God , is ever a Moarſbipper of him : 


He Unites Godlineſs, with Sobrie- 


ty and Righteouſneſs; tho? Godli- 
neſs is not confined to Worſhip only; 
He is Godly, in his Life, as well as 


in his Worſhip; and would not be] 


truely Godly in his Worſhip, if he 
were not ſo in his Life. The Good 
and Upright man has not a Religion 
for ſome Seaſons ; and no Religion for 


others: but is confiſtent with him- 


ſelf, and at all times Approves him- 
ſelf to God, and is Accepted of 


Him. # that offereth praiſe glorifieth 


God, if he ordereth his Converſation a- 
right, aud he ſhall ſee the Salvation of 


. God. The Prayer f the Upright is hi 


Delight : aud He heareth the Prayer of 

the Righteons, And as the Good man 

is Qualified for the performance off 

ET : Religious 
| 


pa 
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Religious Worſhip , by the Courſe of 
a Religious Life: ſo*tis an exerciſe of 
, the ſame divine Principle,by which He 
lives,and by which he Prays. There- 
1 ks 
- -Secoxaly, Good men Verifie their Re- 
ligious Worſhip by their Religious 
Lives: and ſuch men are Near unto 
God, who are the Living Images of 
him. There are thoſe who draw nigh Matt.rs, 
uno God with their mouth, and Honour * © 
him with their lips, but their heart is far 
Lom him. In vain do they Worſhip him. 
What the Heart of a man is; what 
the Temper, and the Principle of his 
Mind are; is more Manifeſt by his 
Converſation, than by his Prayers ; 
for a man may, for a ſhort time Per/0- 
nate another: but he cannot Live con- 
trary to what he is. We cannot there- 
fore be ſure of a man, by what he ſeems 
to be in the Church: but we are ſure 
of his Character, by what he does in 
his Life. In Worſhip, we make Pro- 
feſſion to Adore the perfection of Ho- 
lineſs, which is in God: and the Sin- 
cerity of this Profeſſion is manifeſted, 


3 Diſcourſe concerning b 
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by our Imitation of that Holineſs, in 
our Practice: for we cannot adore God | 
as We ' ought, if we do not Imitate T 
Him. God indeed, who knows the Þ 
Heart,nceds not ſuch Evidence of our 8 
Integrity, but this is Evidence to other L 
men, and to our felves. And by this | 
Demonftrationof our Uprightneſs to- 1 
Wards God; we are aſſured of his Fa- 
x. Your towards us; and our Rejoycing is L 
 * this the Teſtimony of our Conſciences, I. 
that in Simplicity And godly Sincerity, not | | 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
20) God, we have had our Converſation in the, |. D 
Heb. 13. world. And we Truſt we have a Good . 
2% Conſcience, willing to Live honeſtly in all 
Afts 23.1. things : In which, and other places of I 75 
John Scripture, the marks of mens Integrity Þ xy 
70. Matt are taken, not from the Religion of |, 
10. Matt. > Bo F . 
7. 21, &c. their Worſhip, but from the Religion 
John 23. of their Lives. This is therefore a ſure 
| abc. Foundation of a Good man's Hope 
Rom, 3.6, and Joy; that God accepteth his 
* Work. | 

_. Thirdly, This may be of Uſe, for Þc 
the Direction of all men, To fon Re- 
ligious Worſhip , and Religious Obe- . 
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dience together, and never to ſeperate 


Thoſe things which God has joined to- 


— 


gether. Y 


Let all men Joya together Religious 
Life and Religious Worſhip. Let eve- 
ry one that is a Worſhipper of God, do 
his Will : and let every one who does 
the will of God, be a Worſhipper of Him.: 


Let him that Worſhips religiouſly , 


Live religiouſly.: and let him that 
Lives rehgiouſly, Worſhip religiouſly. 
Theſe two muſt go together, and he is 


Deceived, who ſuppoſes one of them, 


is alone ſufficient. ?Tis more contrar 


Will of. God, than to perform the 


* 


Worſhip of him; 1 ſpeak now of 


, %. 


the outward acts of each: For men 


can make a Shew of Worſhip, with- \ 


out the Reality of it „ more caſi- 
ly than make a ſhew of Obedience, 


without the Reality of that. There 
is only this Cale to be excepted, when 


ſome particular Inſtances of Obedi- 
ence, be accounted the whole of it. 
Take heed therefore of Partial Obe- 
dience , and all is well. Tis neceſ- 

tet Too 


—— 
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Tar that "Thoſe who Imitate, and O- 


God, ſhould al ſo CG aplate L 
Naore him tis mM IH they 


{boald, and tis certain they will. Con- 
formity to God, make Communidn 


with him Delightfül: and by con- 


verſe with God, . WE receive diFine 
Impreſſes from im. The nature of 


Things and the Law of God have Join- 
ed theſe together : and they'« cannot be 
ſeperated in any one who is truly Re- 
ligious. There is no True Religion, 


where there is no Religious Life: there 
is no ſincere Religious W orſhip; where 


there is not both in conjunction. 


There is the fame Obligation, *and*the 


ſame Neceſſity of both: the Union of 
theſe in man, is requiſite to hisAccep- 


' tame with God. This we mutt ſted- 


Sy Believe, and be ſuch, as our Faith 
for We 22 that God heareth_ not 
Se, bunt, if any man be 4 Mor- 


ſhipper of Got and aoth his Mill, 


a 4 


"we be heareth. + 0 W | 
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